[Simultaneous aortic root and total arch graft replacement in a patient with aortitis syndrome].
The patient was a 45-year-old female diagnosed with aortitis syndrome and aortic regurgitation (AR). She had been taking steroid therapy since 1975. She had recently developed congestive heart failure due to AR while both the ascending aorta and aortic arch were enlarged. She had no inflammatory reaction on admission. An aortogram showed heavy dilation of both the ascending aorta and aortic arch and maximum diameters was 11 cm in the ascending aorta and 4.5 cm in the descending aorta. There was an obstruction of the left subclavian artery. Moderate AR was seen on an echocardiogram. She had a simultaneous graft replacement of aortic root and total arch. The aortic root was replaced with composite graft and coronary arteries were implanted using Carrel's patch technique, and the aortic arch was also replaced with a graft with two side branches. The postoperative course was uneventful without complication of cerebral infarction or paraplegia. The postoperative aortogram showed stenosis of the left carotid artery, but no abnormality of the coronary orifices and graft anastomosis. She returned home with disappearance of symptoms of congestive heart failure.